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Introduction 


Interested in exciting stories? 


Then you'll be fascinated by the chronicle of Akron and its 
surrounding communities. It’s a stirring story of a long and 
rich heritage, of dynamic progress, of a multitude of activities 
and organizations interwoven into a thriving area of friendly 
people and fun-filled living. 


As a new or prospective Goodyearite, you're naturally interested 
in a prodigiously active city with a brimming tide of energy. 
If you're married, you want a forward-looking and socially- 
oriented climate for your wife. And you want your children to 
have the best of all possible opportunities. 

You will find all of this — and much more — in Akron. We 
sincerely believe our city, with diversification as a trademark, 
offers something for everyone. 

Coming to Akron as a newcomer, you will have many questions. 
How about housing? How do schools, taxes, clubs, hospitals 
and cultural life compare with other communities? 

How about sports facilities? Are there many parks? And what 
is the transportation setup? 

These are only a few of the questions we answer in the follow- 
ing pages as we unravel the story of Akron. 


Akron’s downtown — the 
hub of a busy metropolis. 


Akron’s History 


Lodged in a hilly setting of natural beauty, Akron has grown 
from a sparsely settled community of hardy pioneers to a 
progressive metropolis of close to 300,000. 

Back in 1785 the western boundary of the United States was 
a famous Indian portage between the Cuyahoga River north 
of Akron and the Tuscarawas River on the south. 


In 1827 the Erie Canal was opened, connecting Lake Erie and 


the Ohio River. At the highest spot on the canal, a settlement 
of 600 trailblazers sprung up. It was called Akron from the 
Greek “akros” meaning high. By 1840 the town had grown 
to 2,314. 

The year 1870 signaled a boom in population when Dr. B. F. 
Goodrich moved his rubber factory from Melrose, N. Y., to 
Akron. By 1915 Akron’s population had mushroomed to 100,000. 
The famous old Indian trail of the Western Reserve had become 
the fashionable Portage Path at the west edge of town. 

The population of Greater Akron, including Medina, Portage 
and Summit counties, is now 525,000 and still continues to 
grow at a rapid rate. 

Historically, the Akron area is studded with drama. For those 
who seek them out, many interesting sites and stories can be 
found throughout our area. They keynote the transition from 
Indian territory to present-day Ohio. 


Travel Is No Problem 


Located some 35 miles south of Lake Erie in Northeastern 
Ohio’s Summit County, Akron has the most populous, most 
highly industrialized area of the United States at its doorstep. 


Fifty per cent of the nation’s population and about 75 per cent 
of its manufacturing facilities and buying power are situated 
within 500 miles of the city. 

Driving to Akron? Then you won’t have much trouble, since 
we're located only a few miles from the Ohio Turnpike, the 
longest highway in Ohio without a traffic light. 

Traveling is a breeze on the pike. Using this express route, 
you can cross the state in three hours. From Akron, both 
New York and Chicago are but a comfortable day’s drive away 
via the Turnpike and connecting toll roads. 

Flying in? Then you can utilize the Akron-Canton Airport with 
its new $3 million terminal. The airport is serviced by Eastern, 
United and Lake Central Airlines. It offers flights between 
Akron and cities in all parts of the country. 

Incidentally, Akron Municipal, Kent State, Freedom and Copley 
airports all offer complete facilities for industrial, executive 
and private airplanes, including rental space, pilots and 
instructions. 


Akron also provides a variety of train transportation. It is served 
by the Baltimore & Ohio, Erie-Lackawanna, Pennsylvania, and 
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With extensive express- 
ways such as this, travel 
is no problem in our area. 


U.S. 21 and Ohio 18 bisect 
in a gigantic cloverleaf to 
speed the flow of traffic. 


the Akron, Canton & Youngstown railroads. Bus service is 
available via the Greyhound line. 


Chances are, you'll be driving to and from work at Goodyear. 
And let’s face it — metropolitan motoring is never a cinch. But 
we probably have less problems in this respect than any other 
city our size. 

Big reason for this is the extensive system of expressways 
crisscrossing the city. Even from outlying suburbs, driving to 
work is seldom more than a 25-minute proposition. It’s usually 
less. 


These expressways, built at a cost of more than $60 million. 
extend north, south, east and west to connect with vital state 
routes. In addition, the city recently took the wraps off plans 
to build a $50 million second expressway system —a new 
superhighway designed chiefly to get motorists downtown fast. 
Once youre downtown, your parking is well taken care of. 
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There are several spacious, multiple-level parking lots, plus 
many regular lots. Programmed for the heart of downtown is 
a giant, four-level parking lot which will provide parking area 
for more than 2,000 cars. 


If you don’t drive, or want to leave the car at home, you 
can take advantage of a sprawling network of city buses. More 
than 842 million passengers are served through 24 major bus 
routes in a typical year. These buses chalk up three million 
miles yearly. 

Car Routine for Newcomers — Residence in a new state, 
naturally, means new license plates. According to Ohio state 
law, after you establish legal, permanent residence, Ohio plates 
must go on your Car. 


After getting your Ohio license plates, you have to obtain an 
Ohio driver’s license. For this, you are required to take a 
driver’s test. 


There’s also the matter of taxation on cars bought outside Ohio. 
If you bought your car prior to our definite offer of employment 
to you, then you won't have to pay Ohio’s “3 per cent use tax.” 


If you bought your car — new or used — after accepting our 
offer, you will be asked to establish intent at time of purchase. 
The Ohio Department of Taxation will decide whether or not 
you must pay the 3 per cent tax. 


“Living Is Easy” In Akron 


Whether you buy, build or rent, there is an abundance of 
housing available to you at any price level your income and 
circumstances permit. Whatever your choice in living design, 
you will find it in the Akron area. 

If you're apartment hunting, you have an impressive array to 
choose from. Near the downtown area, for instance, there’s 
the ultra-modern, high-rise Highland Tower Apartments. Many 
other apartment buildings are liberally sprinkled throughout 
Akron and its suburbs. 

Renting a house may be your preference. If so, you have a wide 
selection in furnished or unfurnished homes. 

Highlighted by shaded streets, scenic surroundings and quiet, 
residential areas, Akron is known as a city of homes. If you 
are planning to buy — and 200,000 Akron area residents own 
their homes — then you call the shots. 


Again in your selection, variety is the keyword. From modern 
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Highland Tower Apart- Residential living is pro- 
ments offer living near vided by Parkview Apart- 
downtown section of city. ments on city’s outskirts. 


homes on rambling lots to stately colonials, from wood and 
brick to aluminum construction, the choice is yours. More 
than 72 per cent of the homes in Akron are owner-occupied. 

If you are planning to build, you'll be joining a growing force 
of Akron homeowners. Construction is big business for us. 
Some $80 million of new construction goes on in Summit 
County each year, and a large chunk of this goes for new homes. 


As a newcomer to our city, you may want to take a little while 
to get settled. Don’t worry. Your “temporary” living can be 
easily handled. 


The Greater Akron area is serviced by many excellent hotels 
and motels, making available 2,641 rooms. Of these, 1,902 
are in Akron proper. In the heart of downtown for instance, are 
the Sheraton Hotel and Akron Tower Motor Inn. And our down- 
town YMCA boarding facilities are at your disposal. 
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Our Schools: The Best In Education 
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Facing the challenge of educating children in increasing num- 
ber and varying abilities, Akron’s nationally renowned public 
school system has responded vigorously. 


The system offers a well-rounded program from kindergarten 
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Litchfield School: a result 
of our educational growth. 


through senior high. This program includes a full school day 
for every child, as opposed to half-day sessions that prevail 
in some cities. 


Through the years, Akron has been a pioneer in education 
and a possessor of educational achievements and awards. 
One recently successful venture was the establishment of the 
Lane Community School as a center for neighborhood develop- 
ment through after-school, week-end and summer educational 
and recreation programs. 


Another educational plum is Akron’s eight-year foreign language 
sequence starting in the fifth grade. Some schools offer foreign 
language courses starting as early as the first grade. 


Akron is far above the national average in the proportion of 

its students who complete high school. Thus, 79.8 per cent 

of those who entered as ninth-graders in 1959 received their 

diplomas in 1963. Nationally, only 65 per cent of ninth-graders 
go on to graduate. 


Once the school year is officially over, Akron area children can 
increase their education during the summer months. Thousands 
f of students yearly take advantage of special summer educational 
programs including Reading Improvement Centers, Creative 
Learning Centers and an Instrumental Music Program. 


Akron students consistently rate above the national average 
as recipients of National Merit Scholarships. And the school 
system's Advanced Placement Program is impressive. For 
instance, it is not uncommon for Akron graduates to be ad- 
mitted to such schools as Harvard, Princeton and Western 


Reserve universities as sophomores. Their freshman classes 
were waived on the basis of their achievements in high school. 
Akron schools have hosted the National Advanced Placement 
Conference three times. 


Insuring a well-rounded curriculum, our schools provide help 
to the handicapped. The deaf are taught speech and lip reading. 
There are “partially seeing” classes and special instruction for 
orthopedic and cardiac students. Special classes also are con- 
ducted for slow learners and accelerated students. 


Here are a few facts and figures about our schools: 


* There are 71 public schools in Akron. Of these, 51 are ele- 
mentary, 10 are junior high and 10 are high schools. One high 
school is 100 per cent vocational, teaching skills ranging from 
plumbing to cosmetology. 


* There are 17 parochial schools. Of these, 14 are elementary 
and three are high schools. 


* There are four private schools. Of these, two are elementary 
and two are high schools. 


Western Reserve Academy, an old, heavily-endowed boys’ prep 
school (9th through 12th grades), is located within a few 
minutes’ drive of Akron in the village of Hudson. Scholastic 
standing of the 10-building academy is one of the highest in 
the state. 


A sign of a progressive school system is growth. As a corner- 
stone of educational excellence, the Akron school system is 
Akron’s school system helps currently in the midst of a giant-size building, expansion and 


preserve freedom through modernization program. 
a solid learning program. 
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Higher Education Excellent 


Higher education is often referred to as a springboard to 
economic and social success. Of the 54 colleges and universities 
in Ohio, 14 are within 60 miles of Akron. Within Akron, and 
a few miles from our city, are several outstanding colleges and 
universities. 

Growing academically at a fast rate is the University of Akron, 
a thriving educational center for 9,000 students. Located close 
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The College of Education 
is the largest at Akron U. 
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to downtown, it is a fully accredited municipal university sup- 
ported in part by city and state taxes. In addition to a heavy 
enrollment from Akron, there are many out-of-town students. 


Operating on an around-the-clock, all-year schedule, the uni- 
versity offers bachelor’s degrees in the college of Liberal Arts. 
Law, Engineering, Education and Business Administration 
(which includes a sequence in industrial management). 

The University of Akron also offers graduate work leading to 


masters degrees in the above-mentioned colleges, plus gradu- 


Helping to light the lamp 
of knowledge is the new 
Akron University library. 


ate work leading to a Ph. D. in polymer chemistry and poly- 
mer science. 

Supplementing its regular curriculum are evening school courses 
and a widely recognized Program for Adult Continuing Educa- 
tion. Akron U’s Division of Rubber Chemistry Library is the 
country’s official source of material in this field. 


The university was the first in Ohio to obtain a nuclear reactor 
for educational and research purposes. And Akron U boasts 
some of the country’s finest instructors. More than half of 
them hold doctorate degrees. 

As a major part of the community’s urban renewal program, 
the University of Akron has under construction a number of 
multi-million dollar buildings. 


Also within Akron’s city limits are a business college and several 
commercial schools. 

Located only 11 miles from Akron in the city of Kent is Ohio’s 
second largest state university — Kent State. As is the case 
with the University of Akron, standards are high and tuition 
is relatively low. 

Kent State University, with a daytime enrollment of close to 
11,000, offers courses leading to bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in the colleges of Liberal Arts, Education and Business Ad- 
ministration. The university also offers graduate work leading 
to Ph. D. degrees in Chemistry, Education, English, History and 
Biological Sciences. 

There are two summer school sessions at this fast-growing 
university. It also has 12 outlying branches throughout the 
state. Kent State’s Speech and Hearing Center is recognized 
as outstanding in the United States. 

Other nationally known colleges about an hour’s drive from 
Akron are Case, Western Reserve, John Carroll, Fenn and Bald- 
win-Wallace — all located in the Cleveland area. 

A short distance from Akron are Ohio State, Kenyon, Ohio 
Wesleyan, Oberlin, Wooster, Hiram and other excellent schools. 
No matter what your educational needs are, you'll find the 
Akron area, with its academic atmosphere, is always extending 
a helping hand in looking toward a bright future. 


Akron is a churchgoer’s inspiration. 


A diversity of denominations flourishes in the area, and you 
should easily find the church of your choice. 


In terms of numbers, there are some 415 churches and syna- 
gogues in Greater Akron. They include 67 denominations and 
are attended by more than 200,000 members. 
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Akron’s a city of churches. 
Two of them are St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church and Beth 
Fl Synagogue (see inset). 
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Proud papa makes visit to 
General Hospital’s nursery. 


Hospitals And Health 


Your health needs are well taken care of in Akron, thanks to 
the. quality and quantity of doctors and nurses, spacious and 
well-equipped hospitals, and stringent health enforcement regu- 
lations in municipal and county governments. 


Keeping pace with our area growth are the four major hospitals 
in Akron with total bed space of approximately 1,500. Three 
of these hospitals are in the process of huge expansions. General 
Hospital, for instance, is planning an $8 million addition. 
Akron’s highly respected Children’s Hospital completed a multi- 
million dollar expansion program a few years ago. Treating 
practically every child’s ailment, this hospital has the largest 
number of admissions of any children’s hospital in the country. 
You can add to these efficiently run hospitals a heavily endowed 
Tuberculosis Sanitorium and competent city Clinic staffed by 
skilled specialists from around the country. 

Akron and surrounding communities also have a number of 
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outstanding rest, convalescent and nursing homes with a wide 
range of accommodations. 

Closely allied with Akron’s hospitals in cementing a healthy com- 
munity atmosphere are numerous health and welfare agencies. 
Most of these agencies are members of the United Foundation 
of Summit County. They are generously supported by citizens 
and businesses who donate approximately $312 million yearly 
through the annual United Fund Campaign. 


Our Climate Is Varied 


Akron, with its climate variations, is known as the “theater of 
seasons.” Far from monotonous, Old Man Weather injects his 
peaks and valleys into the Akron climate scene. 


“The good old summertime” can bring some hot weather at 
times. But this usually comes in small doses that are broken by 
showers and cool spells. Winters occasionally bring blizzards 
and below-zero temperatures. They are the exception rather 
than the rule, however. 

Because of this weather variety, you're able to gain changing per- 
spectives throughout the year of the scenic beauty in our area. 
Average Akron temperature is 50 degrees. And the average an- 
nual rainfall is 36 inches, a boon to all green-thumbed garden- 
ers and lawn specialists. 


Children’s Hospital boasts 


top 


facilities, 


skilled staff. 
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With 24 courses dotting the 
area, golf is king in Akron. 


Military Obligations 


How about your military obligations, present or future? There’s 
no problem as far as Goodyear is concerned. 


We do not discriminate against a man because he is active in 
the reserves, and his reserve status is not a barrier during em- 
ployment negotiations. In line with this approach, we grant 
two-week military leaves with pay for summer reserve training. 
Reserve training facilities are plentiful, most of them in Akron’s 
own backyard. Here’s the rundown: 


* Army: Infantry, Artillery, Ordnance, Signal Corps, Medical 
and many others. 


* Navy, Coast Guard and Marines: Surface training. 
* Air Force: Ground and air recovery. 
* National Guard: Several units which offer complete coverage. 
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Sports —- Minded? Welcome! 


For those of you with sporting blood, Akron dishes up a tempt- 
ing menu. Either as a spectator or as a competitor, you will 
find your sports appetite more than satisfied. 

If you're a golfer of any caliber, you will probably consider 
Akron a paradise. With_24 private and public courses in the 
area, Akron has more golf links than any other similar-sized 
city in the country. 

Rolling terrain makes these courses excellent and enjoyable 
tests of golfing prowess. And our climate is mild enough to 
insure a long season. 

Bowling is also big time in Akron. Youngsters and oldsters of 
both sexes crowd the more than 40 area bowling establishments 
to pit their skill against the pins. 

Our city, the birthplace of the Professional Bowling Association, 


The All-American Soap 
Box Derby, with festive 
gaiety, is an annual affair. 


17 


18 


has some 800 sanctioned leagues, more than 30,000 sanctioned 
bowlers and countless “open” bowlers. 

Pinpointing bowling’s stature in Akron is the fact that for 
several years college scholarships have been awarded to high 
school students active in junior bowling. 


Akron has been the starting point for several national champi- 
ons, including Buzz Fazio, Dick Hoover and Donna Zimmerman. 


Are you a hunter or fisherman? In addition to yielding plentiful 
game and fish, Akron warmly welcomes you as a member of 
the Goodyear Hunting and Fishing Club. With a membership 
of around 4,500, it’s one of the largest clubs in the country 
of this nature. 


Among its many functions, the club sponsors an annual Sports- 
men’s Show attended by thousands. 


If you are interested in a comprehensive, organized sports pro- 
gram for your children, you’ve come to the right spot. Sponsored 
by the YMCA, our schools and other organizations, these pro- 
grams encompass just about every sport for children of all ages. 


Winter sports enthusiasts will relish the variety of opportunities 
for snow and ice excitement. Throughout Akron and into the 
surrounding area you will find conveniently located skating 
rinks, slick toboggan slides and expansive ski centers. 
Children appreciate the multitude of sledding areas, products 
of our hilly countryside. 


As a spectator, keeping abreast of our colorfully rousing sports 
activities could well be a 24-hour-a-day job. 


Football, basketball, baseball, boxing, auto racing, horse racing, 
soccer, swim meets or golf tournaments — you name it and, 
chances are, we have it. 


Scene of many major sports spectaculars in Akron is the Rub- 
ber Bowl, which seats 40,000. It is said to be one of the best 
outdoor “seeing” arenas in the country. 


Akron’s annual thrills-on-wheels, the All-American Soap Box 
Derby, attracts competitors from all corners of the country as 
the greatest amateur racing event in the world. Testing the 
abilities of junior car jockeys, the Derby has been held since 
1936 at Akron’s famous Derby Downs. The event is witnessed 
by thousands of spectators annually, including Hollywood nota- 
bles such as Jimmy Stewart, Dinah Shore, Rock Hudson, Arthur 
Godfrey and stars of the TV show, “Bonanza.” 

Among the pros, Akron is fast becoming known as the golfing 
capital of the world. Our city has played host to the P.G.A. 
tourney, and every year the country’s top golfers congregate 
here for the American Golf Classic. 

To top it all off, Akron is host annually for the World Series 
of Golf, which brings together a quartet of sharpshooting mas- 


ters — winners of the world’s four major tournaments. The 
stakes are astronomical. Top prize is $50,000, largest prize 


money for an individual tourney champion in the world. 
| On the hardcourts, the Goodyear cage team, composed of for- 
mer All-Americans and collegiate stars, plays a brand of ama- 
teur basketball par excellence. 


In 1964 Goodyear shot its way to the championship of the Mid- 
west Industrial Basketball League and captured the National 
AAU title in Denver. The team placed three players on the 1964 
Olympic squad. Goodyear’s coach, Hank Vaughn, was named 
assistant coach of the Olympic cagers. 


For those of you who thrill to college and high school sports, 
it’s yours for the viewing in the Akron area. 


A short drive, meanwhile, will put you in Cleveland where you 
can enjoy a number of top-notch sports events. 

Play ball! — You can follow the fortunes or misfortunes of a 
major league baseball team first-hand by watching the Cleve- 
land Indians and other American League contingents. The 
Indians play in Cleveland’s enormous Municipal Stadium, which 
seats in excess of 80,000 spectators. 

Touchdown! — Some sports buffs consider football the national 
pastime, and the rugged Cleveland Browns are out to prove 
them correct. The fall season is an exciting one as the Browns 


Relaxation is easy to find Despite the outcome, every- 
on Portage Lakes—a giant one wins by making use of 
playground in suburbia. our many bowling facilities. 
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It’s not hard for children 


to make friends with ani- 


mals at the Children’s Zoo. 
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battle with National Football League rivals in Municipal 
Stadium. 

It’s a goal! — Hockey is one of the fastest-moving of sports, 
particularly on a professional level. Cleveland’s massive down- 
town Arena is “home ice” for the Barons of the American 
Hockey League. In 1964 the hard-skating Barons won the 
league championship. 


Recreational Areas Flourish 


Relaxation, the key to successful living, finds many interpre- 
tations in the Akron area. 

Supplementing our sports opportunities are myriad recreational 
outlets. Picnicking in shaded areas, hiking along Indian trails, 
breathtaking scenic drives or just plain relaxing in the sun — 
you're at leisure to pursue any of these through 4,600 lush 
acres of 73 city and metropolitan parks. 


For you boaters and fishermen, there are 17 lakes in the Akron 
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as Gorge Park in 
Cuyahoga Falls, 
flourish. => 
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area alone. South of the city is a chain of conservation reser- 
voirs with excellent fishing. East of Akron within convenient 
driving distance are Pennsylvania mountain streams well sup- 
plied with fish. An hour’s drive north will get you to Lake Erie. 


Both children and adults are traditionally drawn to the glitter 
and glamour of amusement parks. There are two such full- 
scale amusement parks on the shores of Chippewa and Geauga 
lakes, about 20 miles from Akron. 


For swimmers we have a number of lakes in Akron, plus man- 
made swim areas a few miles from the city. There are also 
swimming pools at our city parks, country clubs, some of our 
high schools, the University of Akron, the YMCA, the Jewish 
Center and private clubs. 


Speaking of water, Portage Lakes — called the greatest inland 
water playground in Ohio — is at your disposal. A part of Akron 
suburbia, this tree-lined chain of lakes entices Akronites for fish 
fries, yachting, canoeing, swimming, sunning or picnicking. 
Find a zoo and you find children. This is particularly true of 
Akron’s Perkins Park Children’s Zoo, attracting more than 100,- 
000 visitors yearly. You'll be intrigued by the many animals 
scurrying about in a fairy-tale setting. 


Whatever your leisure time activities, you can accomplish them 
in the Akron area. So relax and enjoy yourself! 


Cultural Activities Thrive In Akron 


Like to visit art museums, hear symphony orchestras, attend 
stimulating lectures, go to the theater, visit historical places, 
enjoy concerts by world-famous artists? 


You don’t have to go outside the area to find a cultural climate. 
Akron is a hub for the finer things in life, thanks to strong sup- 
port from progressive-minded citizens. 


Bringing to Akron the best in musical talent from throughout 

the world is the 77-year-old Akron Tuesday Musical Club. Top- 

drawer names featured by the club in the past have included 

Cliburn, The Vienna Choir Boys, Roberta Peters and Isaac 
tern. 


Akron has a sharply-honed Symphony Orchestra and a Civic 
Chorus of its own. If you are musically talented, you’re welcome 
to try out for these groups. If not, you can sit back and enjoy 
their many concerts. We also have a Doctors’ Orchestra, con- 
ducted by a prominent physician. 
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Other musical groups sponsor Sunday afternoon and evening 
concerts, free to the public. 

The Metropolitan Opera comes to Cleveland for a week every 
spring, always a gala occasion for Akron music lovers. And the 
famed Cleveland Symphony Orchestra has a regular concert 
season. It also presents concerts for school children every year 
in Akron, as does the Akron Symphony. 

Art enthusiasts will revel in the Akron Art Institute which, in 
addition to maintaining its own permanent collection (worth 
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Hundreds of students take 
part in May Music Festival. 
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a third of a million dollars), brings all forms of creative art 
to the public. 


Well-known artists exhibit their works at the Art Institute, in- 
cluding architectural design, historical and fine arts displays. 
The Institute has a rental gallery and a gallery for children. 
Emphasizing education, the Institute conducts a full-time Art 
School offering courses leading to degrees in several areas. 
Courses include painting, drawing, etching, silk screen, com- 
mercial art, ceramics, costume jewelry, industrial design and 
furniture making. There are also Art Institute concerts and 
lectures, free to the public. 

For first-nighters, little theaters abound with 13 community 
playhouses in the area, two of them in Akron. 


If you are interested in top-rate musicals, the Goodyear Musical 
Theatre will fulfill your desires. The Theatre group presents 
Broadway musicals every year to standing-room-only audiences 
in the 1,700-seat Goodyear Theater. 

In the summertime, you can see big names from Broadway and 
Hollywood in action at a number of summer stock theaters, all 
within a 35-mile radius of Akron. New York shows (original 
cast as well as No. 1 road companies) play in Cleveland. 

For radio and television dial-flickers, there are six radio sta- 
tions (including two FM stations) and a TV station in Akron. 
From Cleveland we get TV programs via the ABC, NBC and 
CBS networks. 


Books are the lifeblood of a society. Akron’s Public Library and 
its 10 branches maintain a total of 547,000 books for the area’s 
125,234 cardholders. There are also five county library branches 
and eight book stations serving hospitals and children’s homes. 
An immense, new public library, being built at a cost of more 
than $3 million, will be located in downtown Akron. Included 
in the modern layout will be an increased number of books and 
an expansion of reference facilities. 


The Akron Civic Forum has brought to Akron more than 200 
prominent speakers and panelists during its 31-year service to 
the community. It is one of the oldest groups of its kind in 
the country. 

Another cultural success, the annual Town and Gown Series at 
the University of Akron, attracts noted speakers from all over 
the country. Recent lecturers have been educator Max Lerner, 
historian Henry Steele Commager and composer Meredith 
Willson. 

Adult education is emphasized in Akron in an effort to create 
a more conscientious and better-informed citizen. Prime movers 
in this respect are the Akron Area Adult Education Council and 
the Institute for Civic Education. 


Through these continuing adult programs, thousands of Akron- 
ites have become better informed by discussion sessions run- 
ning a wide gamut from religious to social to political issues. 

Housing varied activities in Akron is the 65-room Stan Hywet 
Tudor mansion, recently named one of the country’s 45 greatest 
mansions. Exquisitely furnished, it was built in 1915 by 
Goodyear founder F. A. Seiberling at a cost of $242 million. 

Programs at Stan Hywet include lectures, concerts, book re- 
views, antique car shows, Christmas pageants, garden shows 


A cultural center in Akron 
is the city’s Art Institute. 
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Focal point for activities, 
the Stan Hywet mansion is 
a major tourist attraction. 


and fireworks. More than 20,000 persons from practically every 
state visit Stan Hywet annually. 


Other cultural activities and organizations also prosper in 
Greater Akron. You’re welcome and encouraged to share in any 
or all of them. 
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Something For The Women 


Take a progressive community, then add women who like an 
active, social-type life. 

The inevitable result is a multitude of clubs. Our area, one of 
the “clubbiest” in the country, encompasses more than 1,500 
clubs of all sizes and functions. And approximately 100,000 
women belong to these clubs. 


Take your pick: Newcomers, child study, toastmistress, dietetic, 
sorority, Junior League, honorary, church, Girl Scouts, political, 
PTA, drama, sports and bridge. These are only a few of the 
organizations we have that are geared to a woman’s likes and 
needs. 

Like old, well-established clubs? We have the Woman’s City 
Club, College Club, Tuesday Musical Club and the New Century 
Club. 

If you enjoy volunteer work, you can plunge right in. The Sal- 
vation Army, the United Fund and hospital groups are just 
several organizations you can join. 

Akron is said to have more garden clubs than any other city its 
size in the country. Because of the climate, gardens sprout 
rapidly, so if you like to “dig in the dirt,” you’re in luck. 


shops And Restaurants 


As a consumer, you will find things suit your taste in the boom- 
ing Akron area with its abundance of shops, restaurants and 
other commercial establishments. 

In addition to large downtown department stores (with ample 
adjacent parking), there are 24 shopping centers in Greater 
Akron, surrounded by acres of parking space. These centers are 
conveniently located in residential areas and sell everything 
from pliers to pajamas, plus offering virtually all services. 
Downtown stores are within easy reach of the major office 
buildings, theaters and restaurants, and can be reached quickly 
and easily from any section of Akron or its suburbs by bus or car. 
Although you can get practically anything you want in Akron, 
neighboring Cleveland and its shops are only a short drive away. 
For those of you who like to eat, we have a large collection of 
eating places, ranging from commodious, sophisticated restau- 
rants to drive-in hamburger stands. Around Akron, we have a 
solid reputation for eating well. 
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Suburbia 


A strong community must depend on its neighbors, and Akron 
has an impressive array of suburban communities contributing 
much to the life and culture of the region. 


To most Goodyearites, “suburbia” means the villages, towns and 
cities within 15 to 30 minutes driving distance from where 
they work. 


Here are a few suburbs where you might like to settle: 


Cuyahoga Falls, with a population of 47,922, actually trans- 
cends the definition of a suburb. Located north on the way to 
Cleveland, this bustling community is connected geographically 
to Akron. 

Boasting 84 per cent home ownership, the century-and-a-half- 
old city is primarily a residential area. Townspeople take pride 
in their well-kept homes and neatly manicured lawns. The city 
itself is blessed with natural beauty. 


There are countless clubs and organizations in Cuyahoga Falls. 
The Falls Civic Music Association brings to the city nationally- 
known performers such as Robert Shaw Chorale and the Na- 
tional Ballet. 


Recreational assets include some 15 parks and playgrounds 
totaling 233 acres. The city has 14 schools and 25 churches. In 
recent years, the country’s sports spotlight has shined on Cuya- 
hoga Falls, as the city plays host to the National Outdoor AAU 
Swimming and Diving Meet. 

To the south of Akron is Barberton, a community of some 34,- 
000 built around the 10-acre Lake Anna and named for the 
daughter of the city’s founder, match king O. C. Barber. 


Oriental cherry trees line the shores of Lake Anna, making it a 
natural recreation center. Within the city are 61 diversified 
industries, 19 schools, 29 churches and a modern municipal 
hospital. 

Think of population growth and our suburban neighbor Stow 
pops into mind. With a population of more than 12,000, Stow, 
located to the north of Akron, expects to double this figure 
within a decade or so. 


There are seven schools, 15 churches and up-to-date recreational 
facilities in Stow. The Stow Industrial Park area has attracted 
a half-dozen new industries housed in modern buildings. 


Portage Lakes, touching on the southern part of Akron, is pre- 
dominately a community of attractive, year-round lakeside 
homes. With 75 miles of shoreline, recreational outlets are no 
problem. 


Tallmadge — a trading post before Akron was even on the map 
—runs into the city limits on the east. A growing, mainly 
residential suburb, Tallmadge has a population of more than 
10,000, with houses springing up at a fast clip. 

Hudson is a quaint old village faithfully preserving the best 
traditions of early America. The community of 2,500 residents 
is located 15 miles from Akron. Some people don’t consider 
Hudson a suburb in the strict sense of the word, but the num- 
ber of Goodyearites living there keeps growing. 


Bath, with a widely-spread population of some 4,700, is ideally 
suited for “country squire” living. It is located eight miles north 
of Akron. 

These are but a few of the many suburbs encircling Akron. The 
others differ in size, atmosphere and distance from town, but 
all of them offer easy transportation to Goodyear. 


Cuyahoga Falls scene typi- 
fies Akron’s suburban life. 
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Industry And Research 


Akron residents are justifiably proud of the job they are doing, 
and the contributions they are making to the world’s civiliza- 
tion. This pride is reflected in our high standard of living. 
Average income per family in Akron of $7,575 is considerably 
higher than the average U.S. family income. 


For more than half a century, rubber has been the big employer 
in Akron, universally known as the “Rubber Capital of the 
World.” Approximately one-fourth of the city’s working force 
is on the payrolls of the rubber companies. 


Expanding with forceful impact, the rubber industry has writ- 
ten an impressive story of success. Akron is home base for 54 
producers of rubber goods, manufacturing everything from tires 
to belts, from air springs to floor mats. These manufacturers 
have a combined production exceeding $4 billion annually. 
Industrial success depends on research. Opportunities and facili- 
ties for this research are many in Akron. Most of the larger 
companies have special buildings and extensive laboratories 
for experimental work, particularly in rubber, chemistry, steel 
and basic research. 


Schools such as the University of Akron, and Case and Western 
Reserve in Cleveland, offer technical and professional training 
for the researcher. There are more rubber scientists and tech- 
nicians in Akron than in any other city. 


With local industries playing a major role in conquering outer 
space, experimentation and research departments will be con- 
stantly expanding to meet the demands of the future. 


Despite the emphasis on rubber, Akron flexes its industrial 
muscles in other ways with more than 650 manufacturing con- 
cerns in the area. Primed by plentiful industrial advantages, 
our present-day profile is one of continuing diversity. 

Akron, with close access to the Ohio Turnpike and ports on the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, is the birthplace of the trucking industry. 
More than 140 motor freight and contract companies cover the 
nation from their Akron headquarters. 

Robinson Clay Product Company — one of the largest of its 
type in the world — was the first company to put Akron on the 
map industrially. It was founded in 1856. Akron is also the 
birthplace of the breakfast food industry (Quaker Oats), and is 
the world’s largest manufacturer of fishing tackle. 

Two big new industries recently located in northern Summit 
County, a few miles from Akron. One is the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion stamping plant at Twinsburg, and the other is the Euclid 


. 
' 
ys 


: 


sper 


Goodyear is one of several 


Akron 


which 


special building 


companies 


have a 
devoted to research areas. 


31 


32 


Division of General Motors Corporation, which manufactures 
road machinery. 


It takes a broad brush to paint a complete picture of Akron’s 
many other industries. A few of them are children’s books, 
chemicals, matches, batteries, toys, wood products, tools and 
machinery, glass and ceramic products, ordnance, textiles and 
fabricated metal products. 


Miscellaneous 


* “Nothing is certain except death and taxes.” Yes, we too 
have taxes, but unlike some communities, we’re not smothered 
under a blanket of high rates. The current tax rate for Akron is 
$42.20 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, about 40 per cent of 
market value. 

Public schools get 61.6 per cent of this money, and the city gets 
most of the rest. Akron has a 1 per cent city income tax. Ohio 
has no state income tax nor admission tax. But there is a 3 per 
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cent state tax on all merchandise sold except food and prescrip- 
tion drugs. 

* “Hot off the press” comes the news from the Akron Beacon 
Journal. Akronites get the news from one of the eight daily 
editions of the paper. Although it’s listed as an evening paper, 
the Beacon Journal comes out with its first edition about 11 a.m. 
There’s also a Sunday edition. 

Established in 1839, the Beacon Journal has some 100 editors 
and reporters on its Akron staff, plus a Washington staff and a 
Columbus, Ohio, bureau. The paper is served by the country’s 
outstanding columnists and news services. 


If you want a newspaper with your morning cup of coffee, you 
can have the Cleveland Plain Dealer delivered daily to your door. 
* Akron possesses one of the country’s best water supplies. A 
new reservoir was recently added, and the pumps average more 
than 65 million gallons of water a day. 


* Some 865 miles of modern sanitary, storm and combined 


trunk sewers serve Akron and three incorporated areas adjacent 
to Akron. Total investment: more than $16 million. 


* Number, please. With Ohio Bell spending millions of dol- 
lars a year on expansion in this district, phone service is con- 
sidered tops. 


Young campers enjoy a 
cook-out at Camp Y-Noah. 
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* Because of an above-average fire department, we have one 
of the lowest fire insurance rates in the country. 

* With total membership of 34,470, the Akron YMCA caters 
to the desires of many. Included in the membership are 24,800 
youngsters, who take advantage of the Y’s many well-organized 
activities. Highlight of the year for hundreds of area youths is 
camping at the Y’s beautiful Camp Y-Noah, located on a lake a 
few miles from Akron. 


The YMCA and its 11 branches carry on activities at about 500 
locations in a typical year. These activities draw total participa- 
tion of more than 1,800,000 annually. 

Complementing the YMCA is its counterpart, the YWCA, with 
18,080 members and associates. As is the case with the YMCA, 
Y activities for women and girls are varied. 

* If your children are interested in Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts or 
Girl Scouts, you'll have access to hundreds of troops and packs 
in Akron and its suburbs. 


Akron’s Future 


Building on a solid foundation of know-how and diversification, 
Akron promises a glowing future of planned growth. 

In the Akron area, we look forward to tomorrow with great 
eagerness. This “tomorrow” is being planned aggressively 
through a definite, positive program for the future development 
of the community. 

Downtown Akron is planning — and has already started work 
on —a massive redevelopment program that will ultimately 
change the face of the entire central city. 

The program includes new shops, additional office space, sizable 
parking lots, government buildings, a distinctive library and an 
expressway network to speed the flow of traffic. 

Progressive planning is also gaining increased dimensions in 
the suburban communities surrounding Akron. These fast- 
growing communities are keeping attuned to the times by 
building new schools, hospitals and churches, expanding high- 
way programs and utility services, and adding to the police and 
fire departments. 


Although most of us are staunch boosters of our area and take 
pride in our present-day improvements, we believe “the best is 


-yet to come.” 
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“The best is yet to come.” 
Akron’s future is loaded 
with expansion plans as 
is shown by this model. 
Here’s how a segment of 
the downtown area will 
appear in the near future. 
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